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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, last
evening I received a phone call from a
friend from my congressional district
who now lives here in the District. We
spoke extensively, but painfully, about
the pitiful action taken in this body
yesterday.

We denied unemployment benefits to
American citizens who, through no
fault of their own, became victims of
the worst recession in U.S. history.
They lost their jobs.

This, for me, was a very, very low
point. The Senate has failed to approve
summer jobs for youth, as well as
emergency TANF relief, temporary as-
sistance for families in need.

Mr. Speaker, when I came to the Con-
gress, I didn’t sign up to make a mess
but to make a difference. We are dam-
aging the lives of men and women and,
painfully, it is for political reasons. I
went home last night ashamed of being
in this body.

—————

FEDERAL SPENDING IS OUT OF
CONTROL

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, Federal
spending is out of control, and the
American people know it. $13 trillion
national debt, a $1.4 trillion deficit this
year, an 84 percent increase in non-
defense discretionary spending since
this administration took office. The
Democrat majority’s answer so far this
year, no budget.

To answer this extraordinary fiscal
crisis by refusing to lead is unaccept-
able. After a year of avoiding hard
choices, now we hear the latest Demo-
crat plan is actually to bring a budget
resolution to the floor in some proce-
dural motion known as ‘‘deeming.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, you can’t deem a
budget that you never passed. The
American people long for leadership in
Washington, D.C., that’s willing to sit
down across party lines and face the
fiscal and economic crisis of this coun-
try head on with hard choices. We can’t
get this economy moving again until
we get Washington, D.C., under con-
trol.

I urge my colleagues, reject this
phony baloney deeming of the budget.
Let’s sit down. Let’s face our fiscal cri-
sis head on. Give the American people
the kind of leadership they want and
deserve.

LET’'S PUT THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE FIRST

(Mr. DRIEHAUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DRIEHAUS. Mr. Speaker, in 2002
Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones
introduced legislation to crack down
on predatory lending and subprime bor-
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rowers. Acting then to protect Amer-
ican homeowners could have helped
prevent the foreclosure crisis, which
led to the financial crisis, which led to
the deepest recession in generations.

But instead of acting in 2002 or 2003
or every other year they controlled
Congress and the White House, my Re-
publican colleagues stood by and did
nothing. We can now clearly see the re-
sult of that inaction.

This week we will take long overdue
steps as we vote on the most sweeping
reform of our financial system since
the Great Depression. Instead of leav-
ing decisions about our financial sys-
tem in the hands of Wall Street bank-
ers, this legislation will curb the risky
practices and fix the systemic flaws
that brought our economy to the
brink. Instead of allowing predatory
lending and dangerous speculation to
go unchecked, these reforms will pro-
vide real protections for Americans
looking to invest or to buy a home.

We cannot undo the failures of past
leadership, but we can help prevent an-
other economic crisis like this one. By
passing the Wall Street reform con-
ference report, we can chart a new
course that puts America first.

————

CONDEMNING THE IRANIAN
EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, on dis-
play in Jerusalem at the Yad Vashem
museum, the Holocaust museum,
amidst all the pain and suffering and
murder and turmoil, are German
schoolbooks from the 1930s that display
an attitude that was getting pumped
into young Germans through their edu-
cational system. And as fearful and as
loathsome as that is, there is the same
thing that’s happening in Iran today.

The Iranian educational system has
excerpts that suggest that martyrdom
is praiseworthy, and it urges children
to welcome it. It is laced with anti-
Semitism, anti-Israeli sentiment, and
anti-Western sentiment.

I'm introducing a resolution today
that condemns that, calls upon us to
focus on it, and urges the administra-
tion to consider that as it interacts
with Iran, particularly on these sanc-
tions. I urge my colleagues to join me.

———

THE WALL STREET REFORM BILL

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, 8 million
jobs gone; $17 trillion in savings gone;
Americans’ faith in their system gone.
Why? Because mortgages that came in
31 flavors of insanity got bought by
Americans who couldn’t afford them.
Banks tied them in a bow and put AAA
ratings on them, and then the billion
dollar betting really started. The Wall
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Street reform bill that we have crafted
addresses every one of the links in that
chain of madness.

Yesterday, the minority leader called
the reform killing an ant with a nu-
clear weapon. Mr. Speaker, I'm a
human being, so I know that 8 million
jobs lost and $17 trillion in savings
gone is not an ant.

Mr. Speaker, I worked years in the fi-
nancial services industry, so I know
that this reform is not a nuclear weap-
on. It is a critical and essential mecha-
nism to restore the faith of the Amer-
ican people in their system and the
prosperity that will follow.

————————

WALL STREET REFORM

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, it’s
pretty clear that there’s a difference
between Democrats and Republicans
and their attitude toward the economy.
Democrats want an economy that
works for everyone. Republicans want
an economy that works for Wall Street
banks, that works for insurance com-
panies, and works for big oil compa-
nies.

The greatest evidence of that was
just mentioned by my colleague from
Connecticut; the minority leader’s
statement that the reform package
that we’re proposing to pass for Wall
Street is like killing an ant with a nu-
clear weapon. Goldman Sachs is an
ant? AIG is an ant? Bank of America is
an ant? These are ants with an awfully
big appetite, because they chewed up
$17 trillion worth of American citizens’
net worth.

No, we can’t let ants this dangerous
loose on our economy. We have to pro-
pose reasonable regulations, and that’s
what we’re doing. We want to make
sure that the American economy works
for every American and not just for the
people on Wall Street.

—————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS NOW

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
it is a shame and a disgrace that we did
not extend unemployment insurance.
Every single Member who voted ‘‘no”
yesterday should be ashamed of them-
selves.

People are suffering. They are hurt-
ing. They are in pain. They cannot
make ends meet. And too many, just
too many on the other side of the aisle
turned a deaf ear.

I ask my Republican colleagues:
Can’t you hear? Can’t you feel? Can’t
you see? Where is your heart? Where is
your compassion? Where is your con-
cern?

Extend unemployment benefits, and
extend it now.
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WARS AND THE DEFICIT

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
it’s really no secret that the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan have created a
massive deficit that, if left to Repub-
licans, will burden our children and
grandchildren with the debt that Re-
publicans created. The wars have cost
over $1 trillion. And it’s mind-boggling
to hear that the minority leader wants
senior citizens to pay for these wars.
He wants to increase the Social Secu-
rity retirement age to 70 for people
who have at least 20 years until retire-
ment, and wants actually to tie the
cost of retirement to the Consumer
Price Index—what an idea, boy, I tell
you—instead of the wage inflation
index. And he wants it only for those
who need them.

Several years ago, the Republicans,
let me remind you, they wanted to pri-
vatize Social Security. Democrats said,
“no.” Can you imagine what would
have happened to seniors had their re-
tirements been given to Wall Street
given Wall Street’s greed and given
their irresponsibility? Their lives
would be shattered.

So Democrats will say ‘‘no’” to Re-
publican ideas to slash Social Security
to pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan.

————
LEADERSHIP IS ABOUT ACTION

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, I have
always been told that leadership is
about action, not position. But when
you hear the position on the other side
of the aisle that we need to stand up
for big Wall Street banks, we need to
stand up and apologize to BP and Big
Oil for our involvement in trying to
clean up the oil spills, and we need to
stand up and allow foreign corpora-
tions to be involved in our political
process, there is a clear difference be-
tween this aisle, and it’s a bright line.
The American people need to under-
stand this.

When we took office a year ago as
freshman Democrats, we were handed
two undeclared, unfunded wars, an
economy that was in free fall, we didn’t
know where we were going to land, and
greed, unregulated greed on Wall
Street. And now the answers and solu-
tions that we hear from the other side
is that we need to privatize Social Se-
curity to pay for our debt, we need to
make sure that we apologize to BP, we
need to make Americans work harder
and work until they are 70.

Mr. Speaker, there is a clear dif-
ference. We need regulated reform to
make sure that Wall Street banks are
accountable. We need to make sure we
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move away from our dependence on for-
eign oil, so that we stand up to the big
insurance companies and provide ac-
cess to health care for all Americans.
There has been a clear difference for
the decisions that we made because we
know on this side that leadership is
about action, not position.

———

TRADE, COMPETITIVENESS, AND
CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, trade is
critically important to our economic
well-being. Trade provides a market for
American goods, and sustains millions
of jobs in vital American industries. In
fact, exports support one of every five
manufacturing jobs.

Trade can also make the U.S. a lead-
er in clean energy technologies. In 2009,
China edged the U.S. out of the top
spot in spending on clean energy. But
projects like the all-electric commer-
cial truck built by Navistar in my dis-
trict, and supported through a Federal
stimulus investment, can restore the
U.S. as the leader in this field while
creating jobs here at home.

Now we need to pursue a better com-
petition policy and help simplify the
patchwork of global regulatory stand-
ards that cripple businesses trying to
export goods internationally. We can
make trade policy work for American
businesses and for a cleaner environ-
ment.

—————

PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL VISITOR CENTER CATA-
FALQUE

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the concurrent resolu-
tion (S. Con. Res. 65) providing for the
use of the catafalque situated in the
Exhibition Hall of the Capitol Visitor
Center in connection with memorial
services to be conducted in the United
States Senate Chamber for the Honor-
able ROBERT C. BYRD, late a Senator
from the State of West Virginia, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. PAS-
TOR of Arizona). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

S. CON. RES. 65

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the Architect of
the Capitol is authorized and directed to
transfer the catafalque which is situated in
the Exhibition Hall of the Capitol Visitor
Center to the Senate Chamber so that such
catafalque may be used in connection with
services to be conducted there for the Honor-
able Robert C. Byrd, late a Senator from the
State of West Virginia.

H5209

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Con. Res. 284; H.R. 5395; H. Res.
1446; and H.R. 4307, each by the yeas
and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

——————

RECOGNIZING SPECIAL EDUCATION
TEACHERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
284) recognizing the work and impor-
tance of special education teachers, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HIirRONO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 0,
not voting 17, as follows:

[Roll No. 402]

YEAS—415
Aderholt Boyd Cohen
Adler (NJ) Brady (PA) Cole
Akin Braley (IA) Conaway
Alexander Bright Connolly (VA)
Altmire Broun (GA) Conyers
Andrews Brown (SC) Cooper
Arcuri Brown, Corrine Costa
Austria Brown-Waite, Costello
Baca Ginny Courtney
Bachmann Buchanan Crenshaw
Bachus Burgess Critz
Baird Burton (IN) Crowley
Baldwin Butterfield Cuellar
Barrett (SC) Buyer Cummings
Barrow Calvert Dahlkemper
Bartlett Camp Dayvis (AL)
Barton (TX) Campbell Davis (CA)
Bean Cantor Davis (IL)
Berkley Cao Davis (KY)
Berman Capito Davis (TN)
Berry Capps DeFazio
Biggert Capuano DeGette
Bilbray Cardoza Delahunt
Bilirakis Carnahan DeLauro
Bishop (GA) Carney Dent
Bishop (NY) Carson (IN) Deutch
Bishop (UT) Carter Diaz-Balart, L.
Blackburn Cassidy Diaz-Balart, M.
Blumenauer Castle Dicks
Blunt Castor (FL) Dingell
Boccieri Chaffetz Djou
Boehner Chandler Doggett
Bonner Childers Donnelly (IN)
Bono Mack Chu Doyle
Boozman Clarke Dreier
Boren Cleaver Driehaus
Boswell Clyburn Duncan
Boucher Coble Edwards (MD)
Boustany Coffman (CO) Edwards (TX)
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